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3510: Suffrage---Naticnal and 


Local. 


The present naticnel electoral law Was gancticned in | 
1913 which authorized all native end naturalizea male citizens | 
abova the age of 16 years of age to vote. 

This netional electoral lew 43 based on the principle 
of universal and seoreat suffreice, and has been adopted more 
oy less in the provinces in their loosl ele ticns. Similerly 
the municipalities have folloveu thie example. 

The government control over free suffrage is similar 
to that of any other governuent. It exercises pressures 
through patrona'e¢, throussh its agents and tries to win 
elections. ‘ 

For the settlement of suffrage dispute:, the constitu- 
tion provides that the Federal Government hes the right to 
4ntervene in provinoes ana territories in order to guarantes 
a Republican form of Government. This right oan be exercised 
py the President when Congress is not in gesaion. Whenever 
eleotion frauds occur in provinees this right 4s freely 
exercised. . ; 

The tendency in elections today 4s to accept the deoi- 
gion of the voters at the polls. Thus we see in the Federal 
Capital sometimes 4 socialist majority,and nt other times a 
Radical or gome faction of the Radical Party majority. 
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In Arscentina the rignt cf suffrace i3 extenuesd to 211 na- 
tiva anu naturalize. citizens over tie 1°: cf eicthtesn yours, 
"ith the following excentions?- 

a) Foredae rs, minors wider @i-nte.n yenrs, venen, and 
those not racister:.. 

) Mansally dafieient an. .uteu who us* net abl= te 

read ani write 

) siambers oF velipdeus crass. 
ay Scluters anc colies u:ents. 

) Thosa who buve bean sentenced by « cous etent jure 
$O be davrives. ov ee politicoul vi-tnts. 


The ballot is szerst snu cemsulsgory. Psacen votar cn re- 
gisterins is «iven 3 eae owhieh is ohnecked ot thse of vote 
int, av.inst tne Elec bored dotess of the .iffarent Flecto- 
val Seceticns. The votes are pres on whits paper sna Gde- 
posited by the voter tna ballot box culled "“Urne Llectorsl". 
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The bellot boxes 2r2 locked vitn two different keys. One 
is keot by the Chairman ov the bowd of Election Insecters, 
and the other by 2 member of the bord egleotea by a majority 
of th2 weud3rs. Tne counting of th: votes is done twics. Onoe 
at the flues where the aleetion is neld, and a second times af- 


ter th- slection, in tae oresencs cf ta: seopls, 1t heriquarters 


of the Electouvsl District. 
Suczervision una Control oF Hizotion sw thoass 


Tua chief of the clection district, or the Governor of 
the state in tne cass of sr3sidentisl electors ana nationnsl 
Dexuties, cublishes the nuues of the succesful candidates but 
tos validity of th: 2lecetion 1s passed upon by the Chanber of 
Daruties in thes first cass, end she Geneve’ sesanbledi in the 
second. 


The re.cistery books sre kapt open for one month, and dure 
in-, that tine any ch-v-scs oan Db? maas against the qualifica- 
tions of ths nungs of persons appearing on the repister; such 
oharsés are asurd by she distriot Ped3ral Judge, and his daci- 
sion is finul. Durins: th- alections no one is aauiittesa in 
the pells 23x26Et the election insrectors, axlrotea by lot from 
tae quelifie. voters, anu i rerresentu.tive from eg.cb of the 
roliticsl purties. The voters enter cne at u tiie to cast 
their vote. The police ur2 piven unlimitea i.utnority in pro- 
tation of t..- ballot boxes 2nu to Quell nny rict or disovrusr. 


In sn effort to srevent Lllegal elsstions the Chadrisn 
of the boavi of eleoation inspsactors cf the saction, und the 
> cf the @leotoral district are not allowad to vote. 


The Governor of the district, as the Governor of the Pro- 
vines inust receive srosestsa or complaints and remit them to 
tus Chander of Daputias or Assembled Conur2ss as the o2se@ may 
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witter the uws2 ot ucgias in the vicinity of $.2 gleoticns,und eech 
voter must frove nis dlsisi.tity before he is tarmsittai to vote. 
The le> clasgifies 5 2 wine any sttencs 46 vette uncer a falee 


The frovinoes hove ALL ase-cte. toe Faneval Svetem of voting 
with nerily eny shunce.e All provines:s hav. passed « lav cuaran- 
tea3ing the exsroic2 of universal auttreto vita tia Feaoral lini- 
tations, en. wite fines anu punisn..ents tendinz to assure elec 
tions aztainst frau. win viol enes. 


In actuel proctic: «all the above provisions of the law ure 
not strictly cowplied with. The Wisi ton of thes? laws is 
funisnai, but a3 2 seneral rule with small fines, ana the viola- 
tion ef elsction laws is not lookau upon as 2 crime by the reo- 
ile. In racent elections in wb BNAO ZA y in tno current month, one 
-crty thinking thet they bow been ualeited at 6 2 polls, sent 
in 2. mob of som ten or fifteen men firins: pistols. I+ was claim- 
ea ti:t tuis vas un attemst to s$enl tee ballet boxes. Order was 
Tisteses “itseut any loss or TALS or loss of ee boxes. As 
fas as I hav- been eble to learn from te: nava°acorg no action 
er} 


was tuzen acainst 4 - offaniers. Such ccourr noea are not unusual, 
anv Gurins tos vrevious sa inistresion such scts were used as an 
2xouse by “aweshoant arene to interven’ cond sut his friends in- 
to towor. 


(bo) Avensies for Settler.e t of Election Discutes. 

In ths national elections whecs the prasidential electors 
ana netionsl da utiles are eleoted as stst#. .bova, the Asce:bled 
Cen-ress and the Chanber ef Derutias sre the judses of their own 
eleotions. They recaive andi ress upon all srotests made a-ainst 
& caralidate. 


Any clection Gistutes urising in the divterent rrovincas, 
invelvin’ rerties aceinst she National Power, always reise a cry 
tor Feeders] Interve. tion. This vss useioimany times curing the 

tevious administr: tion, ana it is claimed by the enemies of 
Parnes thet he usad gisetion cis vutes a5 an exeuse to put his 
frdienas inte gover in th: aiffer-nt scrovinses, cs interv-:ntors. 


(2) Nat jionil Tenaznoies scvmvas Legal Accextanes of Electoral Re- 
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Subject: Surfrege - Vatioue1l «nd Local: 


(a) Bxercise of Suffrage: 


> + ; : { 7 
In Argentine. the tight of sufirege is extended to 
ral 


all netive and naturclized citizens over the age of eignteen 
yeers, with the following exce >tions:- 


(a) Sereigners, miners under eighteen years, woren, 
cnd those not registered. 

(o) Ventelly deficient and mutes wno are not cable 
to read and write. 

(c) Menbers of religious orders. 

(d) Scldiers end »solice icgents. 

(e) nose who have been sentenced by a competent 
Judge to be deprived of their political rights. 


The bellot is secret and coipulsory. Uuch voter on 
registering is given « ticket, which is checked at time of vot- 
ing, egainst the Blectorcl register ot the different Llectoral 
Sections. The votes are written on white paper end deposited 
by the voter in a ballot box called "Urna Hlectoral". 


The ballot boxes ere locked with two different keys. 
Cne is kept by the Chairman of the board of Election Inspect- 
ors, cnd the other by e member of the board elected by u ma- 
jority of the members. The counting of the votes is done twice. 
Once at the place where the election is held, and a second time 
after the election, in the presence oxy the people at headquar- 
ters of the Electoral District. 


Sunervision end Control of Election Methods: 


The chiet of the election district, or the Governor 
of the state in the case of presidential electors und national 
Deputies, publishes the nemes oY the successful candidates but 
the validity of the election is passed upon by the Chamber of. 
Deputies in the first case, and the Congress assenmoled in the 
second. 


The registery books cre kept cpen for one month, 
and during that time any charges can be made against the qual- 
ifications of the names of persons appezring on the register; 
guch charges are heard by the district Federal Judge, and his 
decision is tinal. During the elections no one is admitted 
in the polls except the election inspectors, selected by lot 
from the quelified voters, and «x representative from each of 
the political parties. ‘he voters enter one wt a time to cast 
their vote. The police are given unlimited authority in pro- 
tection of the ballot boxes and to quel eny riot cr disorder. 


In an effort to prevent illegal elections the Chair- 


man of the board of election inspectors of the section, and 
the head of tne electureal district are not allowed to vote. 
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6G a Til Awennn---PCLITICAL 
Suvject: Suffrage - Vational cud Loccl: 


(a) Uxercise of Suffrage: (Contd.) 


The Governor of the district, os the Governor of 
the .rovince must receive orotests or comjleints and reisit 
them to the Chamoex cr Deputies or assembled Congress as the 
case may bee 


Ii, order to assure that the vote is spontuneous and 
« free uct of the voter, the law hes prescribed that soldiers 
Gernot vote. “hile officers are permitted to vote the law 
soecifvicelly states; th.t they shell not remein in the vecini-~ 
ty or the »olls longer time than that necessary to cast their 
vote, they shell not be found in groups with civilians during 
the elections, or use their uwuthority in any manner in favor 
of one of the condidates. vhe number of police permitted 
near the »olls will be only those required tu yvreserve ordere 
They are not oermitted to vote, a severe punishment is >res- 
cribed for eny uttenst to use their official position to eid 
any condidate. 


the law further prohibites the calling together of 
reserves, or lianoeuvres in which the reserves take part during 
eignt months previous tc the elections oxy president. lo one 
is permitted the use of arms in the vicinity of the elections, 
and each voter must orove his identity before he is permitted 
to vote. The law classifies us c crime any cttempt to vote 
under a falsc nume. 


The orovinces hze.ve all adopted the Yederal System 
of voting with hardly any change. «All provinces have vassed 
e law Guoranteeing the exercise of universal suffrage with 
the Hedere.l limitctions, and with fines and vunishments tend- 
ing to cssure clections igainst fraud cnd violence. 


In «ctucl pructice «11 the cbove provisions of the 
law are not strictly; complied with. ‘he violation o# these 
lews is punished, but as « general rule with small fines, and 
the violation of clection laws is not looked upon es e crime 
oy the peovle. In recent elections in Mendoza, in the cur- 
rent month, one party thinking that tney had becn defeated 
vt the polls, sent in a mob of some ten or fifteen men firing 
pistols. It was claimed that this was an attempt to steal 
the ballot boxes. cCrder was restored without eny loss of life, 
or loss of ballot boxes. «As far es I have been able to learn 
from the newsyapers no auction was taken against the offenders. 
Such occurrences cre not unusuel, and during the previous <zd- 
ministration such ects were used as an excuse by bresident 
Ivigoyen to intervene end put his friends into power. 


(bo) agencies for Settlement of Election Disputes: 


In the national elections where the presidential 
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electors ind Nation:J desuties are elected as 
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tests mede acainst o Condidate. 
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Results: 

During the present vdninistration ¢ 
little dispute or dissension from clection res 
ed o degree other then of a very minor imports 
al tendency is to cry for intervention, ond if 
ken in the Lotter, in a short time the dispute 
ing more is heard of it, 


lection dissensions have never con 
to necessitate Sederal Intervention, and in th 
months have been settled. 
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ARGENTINA (Political) SB Pah 


Subject: Suffrage - Nationzl and Local 


(a) Exercise of suffrege RECEIVED Gv Shab GY Jo 6 


Criticism levelled during the week-end of 
September 27th. at the Provisional Government's reported 
intention to introduce modifications into the National 
Constitution is premature, according to the idinister of 
the Interiore 


Dr. Sanchez Sorondo stated on September 28th. 
that the critics had based their comments on misinter- 
preted statements made outside of Government House. The 
real views of the Government and its immediate intentions 
would be fully and clearly revealed in a manifesto ta be 
published over the signature of General Uriburu. The 
Minister of the Interior has assured Dr. Ortiz Pereyra, 
one of the men at the head of the movement to reorganize 
the Radical Party in all parts of the country that the 
Provisional Government would comply with the Saenz Peila 
lew end the cunstitution in spirit and in letter. The 
members of the Provisional Government had taken oath to 
do so on September 8th., and they had no intention of 
going back on their pledge to the people. 


Before leaving the Ministry of the Interior, the 
Radical leader ossured Dr. Sanchez Sorondo that all the 
more conspicuous members of the perty were with the 
Provisional Government, end would do all that lay in their 
power to facilitate its task. He asked finally that the 
Radicals now held in gaol on trivial charges should be 
released as early as possible, the Minister giving the 


understanding that they would not be kept a single moment 


longer than was necessary to disprove the charges against 
theme 


On October lst. the Provisional Gavernment 
issued the following manifesto: 


"Me categorical declarations formulated 
in the manifesto published by us on the day of 
the revolution, together with the solemn oath 
taken by the members of the Provisional Government 
in the presence of the people on September 8 
appear to make it unnecessary for us to ratify 
at this early date the ideals animating the 
Executive Power in the work of reconstruction to 
which it has set itself. 


But the understandable impatience of certain 
political parties, and above all, the circum- 
stances that they have invoked promises which 

we never made, and words we never uttured, have 
decided us to break our silence, and to interrupt 
momentarily, for the purpose, the first and most 
urgent task expected of us by the people? the 
reorganization of the administrative offices of 
Statee 
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G-2 Resort 3510 
ARGEITINA (Loliticel) 
Subject: Suffrage - National ind Local 


(2. ) Uxercise or suffrage 


In addressing ourselves once again to the 
yeople, the only sovereign power in the country, 
we do so in the tear that public opinion may other- 
wise be misled, intentionally or otherwise, by the 
adversaries of the revolution, or by those who htve | 
not yet been able to comprehend its full significance. 


Cne interest, and one only, has moved and | 
continues to move us: the interest of the nation. | 
Therefore, party interests, however laudable and 
respectable they may be, must be subordinated to this 
major interest. 


The politicul vurties forming the Opposition 
to the deposed Government, whose efficient collabora 
tion in the revolutionary movement merits public 
Bupleuse, ourticipated in that movement because 
ticgir leaders vere in the ranks of the revolutionariese 
They wre not vound in any way to the Provisional 
Government, which is maintained in power by its 
respect for the luws of the country end the Constitu- 
tion. The Provisional Government will continue in £3 
tiis uttitude of respect and will submit all changes 
of a fundamentul charzcter to the will of the people 
through the medium of their legitimate representatives, . 
vhen elected." : 

i 


Referring to the newly-formed Alianza Federal 
Dewocratice, the manifesto continuess 


“While it is true that these same parties 
have been able, in a given moment, to consolidate 
an important number of CeUieenes united in their: ' 
desire to repudiate the former governing purty, 
at the saue time they do not constitute all national 

ooinion. Their hopes, their cords of counsel, their 
determine tions, when pro serly expressed through their 
coverning authorities, must be taken into considera- 
tion by the Provisional Govermnent, and aopreciated 
with the respect they merit. But it is also evident 
that the Provisional Government is obliged to consult, 
not merely the parties already organised, but also 

the opinion of the people of the entire Republic. 


gy 


On the other hand, now that tne motives 
which inspired thousands of citizens to give their 
' votes to the only party that could challenge the 
supremacy of the official purty have disappeared, it 
is necessary to know whether they wre still disposed | 
to abide b, political groups uyholding agente and 
principles contrary to their ow." 


The foregoing refers, of course to the unprecedented 
supyort accorded to the Independent Socialist Party in Buenos 
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AVGIEITINA (Political) 


Suoject: Suffrage - liational und Local 


Bxercise 


at the elections lest Merch. 


"If the Government which hes risen out 
of the revolution should limit itself to the 
substitution of the wen in power, it would un- 
doubtedly prove very popular indeed with the 
political mrties favoured; but the revolution 
wos not organised end carried out with electoral 
objects in view. 


Above all verty politics, we hold political 
views which we do not ask or compel enyone to sheree 
Wieverthelcss, we must mke them public in order 
thet the people may know, consider, ond discuss 
thiene 


The Goverment respects end will respect 
the views expounded to it by the various political 
surties, but it also wants to iknow the thoughts 
of the creat mss of public o pinion not allied to 
eny political organisation. 


If the people believe that, as a guarantee 
or democracy, and for the happiness of the Republic 
the Constitution und existing legislation should 
remain untouched; that it is sufficient that the 
happenings of the past few years shull not be 
repeated; that it‘will be sufficient to change 
the wen in Government House - if the people think 
thus, then we shell accept their verdict; but we 
shell heve established: the degree of our responsi- 
bility for the benefit of posterity and for history. 


“We admit the existence of political groups 
and parties which consider institutional reform 
unnecessary, which are of opinion that our present 
political system is excellent (even though their 
experience of it may have been cainful). But we 
think thut the only wey to ascertain whether the 
rest of the people share that view is by inviting 
them definitely to associate themselves with one 
or other of those parties, or to constitute a new 
party, national in character, which proclaims and 
sustains other idetwse 


From this dissent or coincidence of ideas, 
in which we shall remain wbsolutely neutral, despite 
the frenkness of our statewent of views, we shull 
find out what the seovle want, and we shall bow to 
tneir decision. 


Ye have given solemn assurance of our 
res .eect for the Constitution ond for the fundamental 
laws under which the country is governed, and we 
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Subjects, Suffr.ge - Veticnal end Locel 


e of Suffrage 


shell not depart from vur princadies for a single 
instont. But this does not - cannot — prevent 

us froin mediteting over the institutional problems 
of the hour, end the obligi.tion to give ourselves 
over entirely to the cousideration of the nation's 
difficulties. 


Ye do not consider the Constitution or 
the fundamentul lews of tne country ure perfect; 
put we decli.re that they cannot be reformed except 
by the means set forth in the Constitution itself. 


Interoreting noenes expressed und made 
public by legislators, atatesmen, and represente- 
tive associutions during « long period of years, 
we think it is necessary thut the Constitution 
should be reformed in such oa wenner as to make 
possible the harmouisation of the tributary systems 
of the nution and tie provinces; the effective 
autonomy of tne federal stutes; the wutomtic 
functioning of Congress; the independence of the 
Judicial Power, leaving it free to muzke its own 
appointments; the perfection of the electoral 
system. We consider thet when these interests 
can be wede to gravitate effectively, repetition 
of the evils which gave rise to the revolution 
will become impossible. ‘hen the representatives 
of the peovle cease to be merely the repsresentatives 
of volitical committees and workers, agriculturists, 
livestock breeders, prolessionel men, and indus— 
trialists occupy all the seats in Congress, then, 
we believe, democracy will conmence to be something 
more than 2 high-sounding end pretty word in the 
Argentine Republice 


But it will be Congress, elected under 
the Saenz Petia Law as it stands on the Statute Book 
at present that will declare the necessity for re- 
forms, «es outlined in Article 30 of the Constitu-— 
tion. The Provisional Government will accept and 
obey 211 the resolutions of Congress, because it 
considers Congress to be tne depositary of nationel 
soverecienty. 


Our word of honour not to permit the inclu- 
sion of our names in pro ,osed future Governments, 
sives us freedom to tell the country what we - 
honestly think, and the right to demnd that there 
Siall be absolute belief in our sincerity. 


When we offered the country the guerantee 
of free elections at the earliest »ossible moment, 
we wmode a republican profession of faith; but we 
have not advanced our opinions regerding electoral 
systems or metnods, although we pro» ose to hand over 
the reins of government es soon as possible to 
those legally entitled to hold them. 
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Ge-2 Reoort 3510 
ARGENTINA (Political) 


Subject: Suffruge - Netional and Locz1 


(z.) mxercise of suffrage 


The Revolution was organised and carried 
into execution by men whose sole ambition w.s to 
save the country. These mei have not ond will not 
take an «active part in any political ouwrty. If 

it is necessary, therefore, to listen to those who 
heve hed, end still heve politiccl interests to 
defend, it is impossible not to listen to the others 
«us well. The country will say which point of view 
merits the greatest credit. ‘Je believe, tnerefore, 
that it is an unavailable petriotic duty for all 
independent persons entitled to the vote to asso- 
Ciate themselves now with tne o.rty they favour 
most; to elect under existing legislation, the 
Congress to wiich the Government will submit the 
orojected institutional reforms which will serve 

to guaraitee the aims for which the revolution was 
orgenised. 


Those who discuss tnetundemocratic attitude! 
and the toerpetuation of the Provisional Government! 
and its preference for this or that political faction 
are therefore offering gratuitous insults to men 
who have no need to reiterate their word of honour 
once given spontaneously and to the entire nation. 
These men have shown their willingness to risk their 
lives and their oeace for the good of their country. i 
All they osk in return is the respect of their I 
Tellow-citizense" 
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ARGENTINA ~ Political. 


Sub ject: Suffrage; 
Exercise of Suffrage. 


2? 


Reported changes in the qualifications for the 
right of suffrage in Argentina are being discussed in pol~ 
{tical circles and in the press, following the publication 
of the results in the presidential elections which were 
held on September 5th, Although the reports were more or 
less rumors at first they were given substance in a speech 
delivered by President Justo at a banquet of 2,000 civil 
servants on the evening of October 5th, This declaration of 
the President which outlined the establishment of a civil 
service without the right of suffrage may have had its 
inception in the results of the presidential election in 
the Capital where the opposition ticket polled a large maj~ 
ority. With a non-voting amy of civil employes in office 
before the next election, six years hence, the stronghold 
of the opposition would likely be turned into a government 
CaMPe 


Projected electoral reform does not, however, 
affect the secrecy of the vote although there has been op- 
position in some quarters to this provision of the Saens 
Pefia law, notably in the Province of Buenos Aires where 
the Provincial Governor and other officials voted openly in 
the last elections, 


It does, however, envisage the raising of the 
voting age from 18 to 22 as the former age is coming to be 
considered as hardly mature enough to warrant political 
judgment. Furthermore, the talked~of reform would impose a 
literacy qualification on voters. There has been much agi- 
tation for this qualification in the past as the higher type 
of citizen considers his vote should be more important in 
influencing the affairs of the country than that of an 
illiterate. 


There was presented in the last Congress a bill 
for the creation of a civil service, which has never existed 
in Argentina, free from political influence, The point made 
by President Justo in his speech that this service should be 
still freer from political influence by having no voting 
rights raised an entirely new point. 


Source: Buenos Aires Press, 


Original & 1 copy airmailed October 8th. 
Four copies by steamer October 9th. 


to TR. 


From M/A Argentina, Report No, 5645. October 6,1937, 


ARGENTINA = Political, 


Subject: Political Rights; 
Frauds in State Felections. 


hime pe (egw fh. DEC 20) 1999 


Election frauds in state end national elections and the disre~ 
gard of the Saenz Peijia law which provides for universal suf frege (male) 
and the secret ballot are still common in Argentina. Only a few days ago 
the Federal Government issued a warning to the Governor of the Province of 
Catemarca on the eve of the provincial clections which was not heeded and 
the frauds perpetrated on that occasion wore in the nature of a defiance 
of the authority of the President of the Republic. It is now possible 
that the National Government will deolare the Catamarca elections void 
and will intervene in that province as it did recently in Sean Juan and 
Santiago del Estero, Whatever is done, or not done, in the case of Cata~ 
marca will, undoubtedly, affect the whole future trend of Argentine poli-~ 
tics, 


Going back to the situation in Argentina a few years ago, it is 
found that the Uriburu revolution of September 1930 was supported by a vast 
majérity of the people on the understanding that political liberty and 
clean elections were to be restored, and that the excellent system estab- 
lished by the Saenz Poefia law would be allowed to Operate untrammelled in 
future, 


Enthusiasm for the revolution was soon dempened however when 
General Uriburu declared himself openly anti-Demooratic and proceeded to 
annul the elections in the Province of Buenos Aires in 1931. Under such 
& regime it was only natural that the people should not have been allowed 
a free hand in the election of the new president, General A-PeJusto, but 
Still, most people relied on a restoration of civic liberties which, un= 
fortunately, never materialized. Not only were the provincial elections a 
farce during President Justo's term of office, but the national polls were 
also little better than a parody, and the same applies to those in which 
President Ortiz was elected, 


Dre Ortiz's opponents often mention this fact in support of 
their doubts as to the sincerity of his democratic ideals, but so far the 
President of the “epublic has offered more than one material proéf that he 
is earnest in his efforts to ensure that the country is governed by its 
freely-elected representatives. The interventions in San Juan ed Santiago 
del “stero were steps in this direction. These are mere skirmishes in com- 
parison with the battle for electoral freedom which one day will have to 
be fought for electoral freedom, { 

\ 

The interests of parties and politicians are not alone at stake 
on the President's decision as to the Catamarca episode on which decision 
may depend whether the Argentine| people is definitely to lose faith in its 
institutions or note 


Source: Press. 
Lester Beker, Col.Inf., 


Military Attaché. 
Original & 5 copies airmailed Dec. 12th, 


From M/A Argentina. Report No. 6148. 


Decanber 11,1939, 


